Master Control Productions     (575) 313-1618   -     Hole_E_Water@yahoo.com            

Project Proposal:

Leaving Lessen


Master Control Productions is embarking on its first feature length film project titled Leaving Lessen. Produced and directed by Ricky Chavez, Leaving Lessen will be a micro-budget feature length film shot on high definition video. The project will utilize talent, resources and locations from New Mexico.

Synopsis - The movie centers on the friendship of two boys, Aldo and Leonard, both born and raised in the small desert town of Lessen NM. Lessen is a ghost town haunted by depraved locals, strange events and no future. When the two boys witness a suicide attempt turned murder they also see a chance for escape in the vehicle left behind by the victims. Aldo and Leonard must struggle against brutal bullies, wicked stepmothers and obsessed psychiatrists, all while fixing their morbid automotive find. If they succeed they just might be able to leave Lessen.

Production Process - The project will be shot using a JVC HD-100 high definition camera on loan from the College of Santa Fe. High definition video provides a professional quality look and will allow the project to be shot both quickly and for a fraction of the price of shooting on film. 


A shooting schedule of no more than 16 days is a major goal of the project due to the size of the budget and equipment loan periods. We have taken steps throughout the producing process to insure that the project will be completed in this timeframe. This includes using a cast from, and shooting in locations around, the Silver City area. 

Investment Opportunity - Master Control Productions is a sole proprietorship owned and operated by Ricky Chavez. It was established in Silver City NM with an office in Albuquerque NM. 


Master Control Productions feels that is important to understand that investing in small productions is always a high risk. For this reason we would like you to think of any contribution as a donation with investment potential. 


Should profits arise investors recouping their original contribution amount would be first priority. Second would be deferred payments promised to cast and crew. Third would be profit share between investors and Master Control Productions. 

Crew- A light sized crew composed of skilled hardworking individuals has been assembled to work on this project. We believe that this style of crew will promote speed and efficiency while maintaining a personal quality to the film.  People trained and educated in filmmaking have filled key departmental positions. Local individuals that are interested and willing to learn will lend crew support and fill gaps where needed. 

· Writer/Director/ Producer – Ricky Chavez received a bachelor degree from the Moving Image Arts department at the College of Santa Fe. There he received such honors as the “Presidential Academic Achievement Award” and the “Outstanding Student Award” in the Moving Image Arts department in both his junior and senior years.                                                                                                                              He has made over 30 short film and video projects and has participated in many moving image festivals including the Santa Fe 3-minute film fest where his short film Clown In Trouble won best comedy and the 13th annual International Festival d'art Video in Casablanca, Morocco. 

· Director of Photography/Camera Dept. – Trevor Murphy has completed 3 years of undergraduate work in the Moving Image Arts department at the College of Santa Fe. He has served on the feature films Legion and Brothers where he worked under Cinematographer Frederick Elmes.

· Sound Technician – Matt Orfalea is also a graduate Moving Image Arts department of the College of Santa Fe. He has had experience recording, mixing, and editing sound on many projects including the Santa Fe Reporter’s Bridging the Cultural Divide where he won an “Outstanding Student Employee Award”.  
· Art Dept./ Set Design – Megan Love recently graduated from the Moving Image Arts department of the College of Santa Fe. She has worked on numerous student productions as well as the feature film Employee of the Month where she worked under Set Decorator Traci Kirshbaum.


Distribution and Marketing- The first phase of distribution will be local. This includes film festivals, guerrilla marketing, and theatrical screenings throughout New Mexico. The second phase will involve seeking a deal with a distribution company that is interested in independent films and has access to a wide range of markets. If needed, self-distribution is a possibility.


Funding – Master Control Production’s project funding is dependent on the contributions of individuals interested in furthering the arts in New Mexico. By supporting this project investors will be giving opportunity to local talent while spreading interest and education in the filmmaking process. In order to cover costs into and beyond the post-production phase $15,000 is the ultimate fundraising goal for this project. This amount would be needed for editing as well as affective local distribution and marketing. In order to complete principal photography $9,000 is needed and shooting could begin as soon as that level was reached.


Master Control Productions will gladly accept any contribution amount. Investors who contribute any amount over $50 will receive regular progress updates, a copy of the film, and free admission to the local premier. Contributions of $500 or more will have investment potentials while contributions under $500 will be seen strictly as donations.

· $500 or More – with every $500 investors will receive 1.5 percentage points of profit share. The recouping of original contribution amounts of $500 or more will be first priority should profit arise. These investors will also receive a place in the film credits.

·  Less than $500- contributions under $500 are appreciated but will not receive the benefits mentioned above.

Deferred expenses are any expense that will not be paid until the film generates income. Deferred payment plans have been worked out with some crewmembers, actors and other service providers. The anticipated total of these payments is $5,000. This amount may very depending on future needs of the project. Deferred expenses will be paid after financial investors recoup their initial contribution amount and before any profit percentage is shared between investors and Master Control Productions. 


Investing in micro-budget films is extremely risky and there is a high probability that investors will not get a return on their contribution. Investors should understand that Master Control Productions gives no grantee of profit or recompense of their investment.    


Profit Participation Sample – This is an example using purely hypothetical numbers and is not intended to represent the actual sale or profit from the film. 


If the film were to generate $45,000 and an investor contributed 1,000 they would receive 3 percentage points of that profit (1.5 for every $500). First, all investors would receive their original investment back. If the goal of raising $15,000 was reached that would leave the total profit at $30,000 and all investors at this point will have broken even.


Second, deferred payments for cast and crew will be taken from the profit. If deferred payments totaled $5,000 then $25,000 would be left from the total profits. 


Third, investors would receive profit share based on the percentage points they had received.  3 percentage points of the remanding $25,000 would equal $750. In this scenario an investor who contributed $1,000 would end up with $1,750. If more profits were to arise the first two steps of this process would no longer be needed and profit share would occur immediately.


Budget – This is a brief overview of the budget.  These figures are subject to change according to the needs of the project. 

Production Expenses
Craft Services    2,800

Transportation   1,000

Hotels                2,000

Location Fees    1,000

Art Dept.            1,000

Tape Stock           150

Wardrobe             200

Makeup              150


Props                    500

Extras                   200

_____________________

                            9,000

Post-production Expenses 

Rental Fees           1,500

Travel Expenses   1,500

Advertising              800

Festival Fees            600

______________________
                              4,400

Contingency        1,600
__________________

Total                   15,000  

For More Information Please Contact:


Ricky Chavez 

2660 N. Pinos Altos Rd.

Silver City NM 88061
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