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The Lazarus Option

I’m sorry, Barack. Sorry for myself, sorry for you, sorry for the world. A few weeks to go before you’re the President and already it’s over. Nor is it the little things that finished you. While campaigning, you announced that as President you would shift military emphasis to Afghanistan. The still-President was quick to pick up on your cue by starting a ‘surge’ of his own, anticipating and appropriating your policy of more troops, more war, more killing – now in Afghanistan. What a cockamamie idea, what a tragic historic mistake!

Because no matter how and by whom, but regrettably instigated by the incoming President, more people will be killed by and through Americans, in Afghanistan, Pakistan, elsewhere . This might have been thought to be acceptable forty years ago in Vietnam, but not now, after Vietnam, and after the invasion and ongoing occupation of Iraq. An enormous burden of people who were killed, injured, tortured or displaced by or because of Americans weighs down the conscience of the United States as a nation and all of its citizens, or rather: should weigh it down. Now you, Barack, have added to that burden and are planning to add more. I’m sorry, man, truly sorry!

You  ought to know of course that  Osama bin Laden has been dead for years, or at least you ought to suspect it.

If you don’t suspect it then you’re considerably less savvy than we have reason to believe you are. But if you do suspect bin Laden is dead, then the American people are entitled to hearing that from you. What we hear, however, is that you are certain he’s alive and you’re going to hunt him down in the badlands of Afghanistan. Something’s gotta give, Barack!

This is a crucial point: bin Laden never missed a photo-op, always in character, the messianic rebel with the slow, low, melodious voice, a latter-day prophet in ancient garb calmly admonishing his followers to destroy the United States. Evil incarnate posing as a saint with an ego the size of the Hindu Kush. Suddenly four years ago or so the man totally, I mean to-tal-ly, drops off the event horizon - not one picture, not one word. Some years later we’re given a couple of digitalized images purportedly of the living man caught on video with a wooden, stereotyped message and wooden, stereotyped arm movements. Come on, Barack, why do you want us to think you honestly believe bin Laden is alive when any person of average intelligence will at least question that he is? 

Well, it would be politically expedient if we believed you, that´s why. And we just might, if we were as stupid as you clearly don’t think we are, otherwise why bother trying to convince us a dead man is alive? No, indications are that to kill him you´d have to raise him from the dead and how you gonna do that, baby, seeing as how you ain´t Jesus and bin Laden ain´t Lazarus?
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